


Harvest Celebration
St John the Evangelist Church, Elkstone
11.00 am Sunday 20th September 2026

Please come along to this joyful service where we can give thanks for all the harvest that has been
brought safely in, especially in the difficult circumstances due to the very, very hot summer.
Our collection will be divided between Scrubditch Care Farm in North Cerney and St John's Church in
Elkstone. This year, as in previous years, we are collecting packets, boxes and cans to deliver to our
local South Cotswolds Foodbank (Formerly Cirencester Foodbank) - there is a plastic box in the porch
of the Church.
They are currently in need of the following items: -
Angel Delight
Household cleaner
Long life juice
Tinned fruit

Chocolate Deodorant
Instant Coffee Jam
Peanut butter Sponge puddings
Tinned vegetables Tinned tomato

Bring and Share 'Harvest Supper' in Elkstone Village Hall
7.00pm Saturday 3rd October 2026

Harvest
festival

This has always been a happy and favourite event of our Village Year, and it returns after a two-year
absence. We are now able to enjoy a refurbished village hall. As in previous years, it will be a Bring
and Share Supper for all ages. All villagers and their guests are welcome
Please let Penny know if you would like to come, and if you intend to bring a cottage/shepherds pie,
or a fruit crumble. Meat, vegetarian, gluten free versions all gladly accepted.
Please bring your own liquid refreshments.

There is no ticket price, but a generous contribution towards the wonderful work of our local
Scrubditch Care Farm is requested. The Farm is in North Cerney and provides a welcoming and
inclusive environment where adults with additional needs can thrive. Weekly groups take place led by
their Farm Supervisors, with incredible support from a dedicated staff team and volunteers.
Unique opportunities are provided to their students to connect with nature, animals, and community
while developing practical skills and confidence. With over 40 students attending throughout the
week, the hands-on sessions include a variety of farm tasks such as feeding the animals, checking
the sheep, mucking out, clearing the barn, planting seeds in the polytunnel, enjoying woodland walks,
or taking part in cookery activities.
https://www.scrubditchcarefarm.org.uk
We will bring information on the evening and provide the opportunity to donate by cash or card.
Please reply to Penny - pennycasewell@gmail.com
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Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust - Saturday 12 September 2026Every year on the second Saturday in September, the Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust hold aRide and Stride event across the County, encouraging groups of walkers or cyclists to visit churchesand explore the countryside - or the towns. Primarily, this is to raise funds which help to providegrants used to protect the historic churches in the whole of Gloucestershire. Groups of walkers willcollect funds from their friends and supporters, and the Money raised is split 50-50 between the Trustand a Church of their choosing. Elkstone Church has received grants over the years, most recentlyawarded towards our Ecoloo and the Bell Restoration project in 2020. 50% is returned to ElkstoneChurch and 50% for the GHT.
This year, our Elkstone Parish Church will be open - as always - to any visiting cyclists and walkers.
direct them to the Church and to the EcoLoo.
Should you like to donate to the Church and Trust, please contact Carole or directly to this link,https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-john-the-evangelist-elkstone.Elkstone Parish Church

Village Walk - Saturday 12th September 2026
We will start the walk from Cold Aston, meeting at 9.20am. Leaving at 9.30am.
A circular walk of about 6.5 miles around the 3 lovely villages and churches of Cold Aston, Notgroveand Turkdean. Far reaching views of open countryside. No stiles, some grass footpaths, stone tracksand tarmac roads. Relatively flat with some gentle inclines, except a slightly steeper section onreturning to Cold Aston. Bring a light picnic lunch to eat at Turkdean.
We will leave promptly at 9.30am from Cold Aston.
From the A436, take the right hand turn to Cold Aston, don't turn at the earlier Turkdean, Notgrove
sign. As you are approaching the village and church of Cold Aston, take the right-hand turn down
Bangup Lane, a lane signposted as 'Unsuitable for Motorists'. There is ample parking in the shade
along the left side of this lane.
Our walk will take us into the village of Cold Aston to visit the church next to Cold Aston School. We
will reach Notgrove (2.2 miles) along the Gloucestershire Way, walking through a splendid double
avenue of beech trees.
** In Notgrove we will visit the church and take a refreshment break at The Nuttery at Notgrove Hub.
There is a suitable carpark to leave a vehicle at the Notgrove Village Hub, should anyone prefer to do
a shorter walk. **
We then follow the road to Turkdean Church (2.1 miles), fairly flat walk with good views. And eat our
picnic lunch in the churchyard at Turkdean.
Return to Cold Aston along the Macmillan Way, (2.2 miles) a very stony track with beautiful views in
all directions, with undulations in gradients.
https://www.justgiving.com/page/st-john-the-evangelist-elkstone. More info carolebury@hotmail.com

The Village Hall
The renovations are almost complete and have now used up Sylvie's generous bequest. We are so
grateful to her and it has enabled us to do the following:
LED lighting throughout.
New windows and doors.
Secondary glazing on a side window and on the large windows at each end of the building.
Complete refurbishment of both lavatories with new sanitary ware, mirrors, tiling and the addition of
hand dryers and heaters.
Partial refurbishment of the kitchen with new equipment and a new floor.
New tables and chairs
Table trolley and chair trolley.
Painting and wall renewal throughout, including the lobby.
New curtains (fitting in September).
BUT........ that is the end of the money.
We now have to rely on Hiring fees and the money from the Open Day because:-
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