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Hello dear friends and neighbours! 
So many exciting things for this month! 
We are plunged into early evening darkness. Yes, I know we have been experiencing this for a bit, but 
this month it's official! 
Time to light your fire, if you have one, or your wood burner, if you have one. Time to knit a warm sweater 
or a scarf.  Actually, all my knitting turns out to be a scarf!  I make an enthusiastic start but that's the 
way it always goes.  
Seed catalogues. See above re: sweaters. Vegetable growing is, for me, paved with good intentions: like 
hell! 
Halloween. I carve a pumpkin to put on the wall.  Not that anyone sees it. It's probably so terrifying that 
everyone drives or walks the long way round to avoid it!  But never mind, lots to do this month.  
Or I could recommend a good book! 
 
Barbara and Kevin 
email: editor@elkstonevillage.com   Deadline for the next newsletter - 20 October 2024                                 

Regular Village Hall Activities 
Indoor Bowls Every Tuesday, 7.30pm 

 
Ronnie Bury – 870493 or 
Martyn Wylie – 870441 
  

Art Club Every Thursday, 9am - 1pm Penny Casewell – 03330 119663 
 

Yoga Every Monday, 9.30 – 10.30am 
 

Emma Lowther – 07967 215569 

 

Other dates for your 
diary 

  

Waste & Recycling Recycling boxes, recycling bags, 
refuse and garden waste 

Friday 11 October 
Friday 25 October 
 

 Food Caddy Every Friday in October 

 

Elkstone Parish Church October Services 
Sunday 6 October.  11am.  Harvest Service  
Gifts or Donations for Cirencester Food Bank are very welcome. We'll be delivering to them during 
the following week. Come and join us to celebrate this year's harvest and sing some great hymns. 
Sunday 13 October.  Benefice Service. 11am. Rendcomb Church  
Sunday 20 October.  11am.  Holy Communion 
Sunday 27 October.  11am. Rendcomb Church  

mailto:editor@elkstonevillage.com
mailto:editor@elkstonevillage.com
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We are delighted to announce the arrival of a baby boy, Austin, to Amy and Alastair  
McDonald, as a brother to Jonah. Congratulations to you all! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Harvest Supper  
Saturday 5 October 7.00pm in the Village Hall  
A bring and share supper to enjoy together. Please email or message me to offer either a cottage pie 
style main course, or a fruity crumble. If I get too many offers of these, I'll ask you directly for alternative 
contributions. 
Please bring all your own drinks: there are glasses. 
As usual, Elkstone Church will be supporting a charity this Harvest time. We have decided to send all 
cash donations on the night to the Cirencester Food Bank. If you'd like to contribute non-perishable 
goods for them, please bring them with you, or leave in the Church Porch.  
The cash collection from our Harvest Service on Sunday 6th October will also be given to the Cirencester 
Food Bank.  
Carole - carolebury@hotmail.com or the Village WhatsApp  
 
Our Elkstone Village Community 
A very sincere thank you to Barbara and Kevin for taking up the editorship of the village newsletter, 
which has continued since the first edition was published in October 1987. This is online on the village 
website, and it contains details of what was happening in the village at that time. With the introduction 
of the Village What’s App during COVID, more things are possible, be it sharing information, looking for 
help, exchanging ideas, swapping unwanted goods, or working together on a project, but the newsletter 
gives the opportunity for so much more to be shared. 
 
In 2007, we were looking for a detached house in the Cotswolds with a large, enclosed, dog-friendly 
garden, in a village above the flood plain. After months of searching, we came to Elkstone for a viewing 
and, as we came down the dip from the A417, we loved what we saw and, even more so when we came 
into the village and saw it, its farming history still very apparent. Unfortunately, the house we viewed 
was not suitable, but, as it was the village Open Day, we decided to stay and enjoy it. By then, we had 
fallen in love with the village and the community spirit that was so apparent.  
 
Whilst in the church, we were asked where we were from, why we had travelled so far, and they told us 
that Manor Farm Cottage would be coming onto the market.  Whilst it differed from what we were 
looking for, being semi-detached and in a village with few amenities, it did have the possibility of a 
lovely garden and was certainly above the flood plain! Someone went to find the owner of the cottage, 
and, over a chat and a cream tea, talks started. We had to wait several months until a current lease on 
the property expired before we could move. During that time, we visited several times. On one occasion 
our dog went missing, and a villager came out to help us find him, another example of this community! 
We have never regretted our decision.   
 
Life in the village has evolved since then, we have lost long-standing residents, welcomed new ones, 
and times have brought many changes, but the feeling of caring and community continues. As villagers, 
we must always value the special joys that it brings and strive to protect our village community life, 
whatever the future may hold. 
Anne 
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Cheltenham Literature Festival 
Cheltenham Literature Festival is the world’s longest-running literature Festival, leading the way in 
celebrating the written and spoken word, presenting the best new voices in fiction and poetry alongside 
literary greats and high-profile speakers. The Festival will be celebrating its 75th Anniversary and is on 
from 4-13 October 2024. And there will be over 400 events to explore. 
 
Line-up: 

 

 
‘Ask for Angela’ 

I discovered the other day the significance of "asking for Angela". I thought it 
could be useful knowledge to share and to pass onto your children, grandchildren 
etc.. It is an initiative that is growing. 
 
‘Ask for Angela’ is a not-for-profit scheme that aims to ensure that anyone who is 
feeling vulnerable or unsafe can get the support they need. This could be on a 
night out, on a date, meeting friends and other situations. 
 
The scheme works by training venue staff in vulnerability management and what 
to do when someone ‘Asks for Angela’. The trained member of staff will under-
stand the person asking needs help and support and will be able to respond in an 

appropriate, discreet way. They might call security, lead the person to a safe space, or help them leave 
the premises unnoticed.   
For more information Google ‘Ask for Angela’. 
Antonia 
  
 
Ride & Stride Saturday 14 September 

Gloucestershire Historic Churches Trust 
On a glorious September day, 11 walkers congregated at 8.30am at Elkstone 
Church for the walk organised by Revd Janet. We walked to Winstone, via Syde 
Church, where some stopped for lunch and returned to Elkstone Church. The   
hardier souls continued to Duntisbourne Abbots, Duntisbourne Rouse,             
Daglingworth, Bagendon and North Cerney. 
It was wonderful to be out in the countryside on such a beautiful day, walking 
and talking and exploring the history of our local churches. 
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Gloucestershire County Council News 
 
Cllr Stephen Davies has been elected as the new Leader of Gloucestershire County 
Council. Cllr Davies takes over from Cllr Mark Hawthorne who announced in July that 
after 14 years leading the council he had decided to stand down. 
Cllr Davies said: "It is a great honour to be elected leader of this fantastic council. As 
Leader, I am committed to continuing the long and successful track record this council 
has of being financially stable, responsible, and well-run.“ 
 

Gloucestershire County Council has moved another step closer towards its goal of planting one million 
trees by 2030, increasing the current county total planted under its scheme to just shy of 400,000. 
 

Gloucestershire Recycles is a partnership of Gloucestershire County Council and the 
six district councils and together they have launched a new clothing campaign this 
September called ‘Wear Not Waste’. 
Globally, the fashion industry creates 10% of the world’s carbon emissions and 
around 711,000 tonnes of clothing and textiles are discarded each year in the UK, 
rather than being reused, donated, or recycled. 
On average, everyone in the UK throws away 35 items of unwanted clothing and 

textiles every year. One way to tackle this is reuse pre-loved clothes. Two-thirds of people in the UK 
wear pre-loved clothing and the vintage market is booming nationally. By 2030 sales in the pre-loved 
clothing market are predicted to overtake fast fashion. 
 
Nature Notes 

	
 
From an article by Joe Shute in The Telegraph 
The early morning birdsong which always falls quiet over summer as chicks have fledged and adults 
no longer need to defend their territories, is slowly rising again. It starts, as always, with the robin. 
These determined birds defend their territories all year round and so, in autumn, the males strike up 
loudly at dawn and dusk. 
When the weather is largely dry and fine, and the evenings suddenly draw in faster around us; while 
the fresh morning air and dewy grass is the sort to conjure childhood memories of heading back to a 
new school year. 
The robin has twice been adopted as Britain’s national bird, in the 1960s and again in 2015. One of 
the reasons it captures the public imagination is because it is so widespread, occupying around seven 
million territories around the UK. I think it is also because, unlike some species of birds, the robin 
stays with us throughout the year, keeping us company through the darkest months of autumn and 
winter. 
Those scratchy sopranos may be a war cry to other rivals daring to get too close; but for humans it is a 
welcome reminder that even when summer has long departed, the birds stay close. 
See	Weather	Forecast	
Conkers and Acorns. 
The Horse Chestnut was first introduced to this country in Tudor times.  Its unusual name comes from 
the Turkish soldiers feeding the fruit, conkers, to their horses. 
In Spring, the tree has the white or pink 'candles' of blossom, but in Autumn the spiky cases split 
open to show the shiny fruits, a real sign of this season. Acorns have many uses, for they have been 
used as medicines and for food - porridge, nuts, coffee and bread.  Not so much used today, but pigs, 
squirrels and jays love them.  Remarkable that any at all grow into the much-admired, huge, Oak tree. 


